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and no definite size, esp. the vegetative stage of a myxomycete 2 
any of a genus (Plasmodium) of unicellular sporozoans found in red 
blood corpuscles, including the parasites that cause malaria . > < 
plas rnolly sis (plaz mal'i sis) n. [ModL: see plasmo- & -lysis] Biol. 
' a shrinking of the protoplasm of a living cell due to loss of water; by 
; .osmosis ,. • .i . . ' >i t • •■ .,:> -.) 

plas-mo lyze (plaz'mo liz') vt.,vl., -lyzed', ; -lyz'ing to subject to or 
. -undergo plasmolysis , n., *m < • 

Plas-Sey (pla'se) village in .West Bengal,. India, north of Calcutta: 
< i scene of a decisive victory (1757) by which the British established 
; their rule in India Y; • , * . • ' „ ' . :v: 

-plast (plast) I < Gr ptastos, formed < ptassein, to form: see .plastic ] 

combining form a unit of protoplasm fchromoplastj ' ( i '-.:*.*.', 
plas ter (plas'tar, plas'-) n. [ME < OE plaster & OFt piastre, both < 
LL plastrum, for L cm plast rum <Gr emplastron, plaster < emplas- 
, sein, to daub over < en, on, in + plassein, to form: see plastic J; i^a 
pasty mixture, as, of lime or gypsum, sand,, and water, which hardens 
. ''on drying; for. coating walls, ceilings, and partitions 2 plaster of 
Paris 3 a; pasty preparation spread on cloth and applied to.the 
body, used medicinally as a curative or counterirritant — vt. 1. to 
cover, smear, overlay, etc. with or as with plaster:- 2 to apply oraffix 
like a plaster [to plaster posters on walls/ . 3 to'make lie smooth and 
flat 4 to apply plaster of Paris as a treatment , 5 [Colloq.] to affect 
or strike with force — plas'terjer n. — plas'terjy adj.. , . ; 
, tfrplasfterboard (-bdrd') n. thinboard consisting of a core of:plaster 
of Paris covered with heavy paper, used in wide. sheets as a base or 
substitute for plaster in walls, partitions, etc. ' , > / * 
plaster cast 1 a copy, or .mold of a statue or other object, cast, in 
plaster of Paris 2 Surgery a. rigid cast to hold a. fractured bone in 
, place and prevent' movement, made by wrapping the limb or part 
• with a bandage of gauze soaked in wet plaster of Paris . .; <i 
plas tered (plas'tord). atf/, [pp. :of plaster: orig.i military slang]) 



[Slang] intoxicated; drunk . 
pla " ' 



.from < 



plas ter ing (plas'tor irj) n. 1 the act or process of applying plaster 2 

.a coating of .plaster as on a wall :.!.*.< ... j-, , 

plaster Of Paris |from use of gypsum from Montmartre in Par 1 is in 
its manufacture! a heavy white powder, calcined gypsum, which, 
when mixed with water,, forms a thick paste that sets quickly: used 
for casts, moldings, statuary, etc. ^ j • ■ t 

plas ter-work (plas'tar.wurk') n. a finish or decorative work done by 
•plastering i ..• .... ,t«. . • - 

.plas-tic,(plas'tik) adj. [L plasticus <• Gr* plastikos' < plassein,, to 
' form, prob. < IE base *pl8-, flat, to smooth out > plain 1 J . 1 molding 
or shaping matter; formative 2 a) capable of - being molded or 
m shaped- 6) made of a plastic 3 in a flexible^ or changing state; 
impressionable 4 dealing with molding. or modeling, as in sculpture 
AS a) characterized by or exhibiting superficiality or a lack of .origi- 
nality; dehumanized; mass-produced [the plastic world of television 
advertising/ ■ 6) hypocritically false • or synthetic; phony [&i plastic 

• smile7 *6 [Colloq.] of or designating a credit card or credit cards; or 
- credit based on their use* [plastic money/ 1 Biol, capable of readily 

changing or adapting in form, physiology; or behavior ;;8 A/ed.- a) of 
«>.or helpful in the renewal of destroyed or injured tissue \b) that can 
be so renewed *9 Physics , capable of continuous and permjj 
'shape in any direction without breakin g anari ^flTTr anv^ 

- prMiemmc compounds, symhTOm Typroduced,' usually 

organic compounds by polymerization, which can be molded 
into . various, forms and hardened, or formed into pliable 'sheets or/ 
films, fibers,- flexible or hard foams, etc. for commercial use >-2 sob 

"H" nf plnntfr f [f^Hnt^] n nr o d i t nnrd nr rr r rlit , rnr rn nr 
credit based on their use — SYN. pliablh- — plastically adv.-~ 
plas tic'itty (-tis'a te) n. > . , . : . 

-plasftic (plas'ti k) [ < Gr plastikos: see prec. [ combining form form- 
ing adjectives 1 forming, developing [homoplastic 2 of or relating 
to (a given noun ending'in -plasm, -plast; or -plasty) [rhinoplastic] 
plastic arts . 1 arts producing works or effects that are three-dimen- 
sional, as sculpture or ceramics 2 arts producing works to be viewed, 
. 'as sculpture, architecture, painting, and the graphic arts; as distin- 
guished from those involving writing or composing, as music . or 
literature » : . ■ ., . ■*« . 

.plastic bomb a puttylike substance containing explosives, that will 

adhere to walls, etc. and is detonated by fuse or electricity -. i 
Plas ti cine (plas'ti s6n') [ plastic + -ine 8 J trademark for an oil-base 
modeling paste, used as a substitute for clay or wax Also, plas'ti- 
cene' (-sen') ■ >, • 

plas ti cize (plas'ti slz') vt., vi. -cized', -ciz'ing to niake or become 

plastic —plas ti c t za'tion n. : ■' , . ... 

p!as ti ciz|er (-siz'ar) n. any of various -liquid or solid organic sub- 
t ■ stances added to plastics, paints, etc.> to modify viscosity, flexibility, 
' : or. strength ;».■.. - . „, ..n. -i; ' . , 

plastic memory the tendency of certain plastics.; after being 
..deformed tb resume their original form when heated ■ . . 

plastic SUraery .surgery 'dealing, with the repair, or -restoration of 
injured, deformed, or destroyed parts of the body, esp. by transfer- 
, ring tissue, as skin or bone, from- other parts or. from another indi- 
. > vidual —plastic surgeon » . .j . ^ . •., 

plas-tid (plas'tid) n. [Ger plastiden (pi.) < Gt plastides, pi of plastis, 
fem. of plastSs,' molder <> plassein, to form: see plastjoJ any i of 

• several specialized protoplasmic- structures occurring in the cyto- 
- . plasm of some plant cells, in which starch; oil, protein, pigment,- etc. 
, are stored j , 

plas tique (plas tek') n. fFrj 'l plastic bomb 2 the technique or 
. action of making very slow movements in dancing or pantomime, 

like a statue in motion 
plas-ti-SOl (plas'ti sal', -s6l') n. \ plasti(c) + sol 3 Jj a liquid dispersion 



- consisting of very small particles of resin in a plasticizer.ubj 
heated, the mass first gels and then fuses to become a thei 

. used as a coating,. for molding, etc. ,i * ••...•j-irnfif 

plas-to-gene (plas'to jen') n. |< Gr plostos, formed. (see -PLASTT)t| 

E rgene, -gen 1 a separate genetic particle associated withifand if 

encing the activity of, the plastids . . , . . ; • ti ;'?ty% 

( plas-tron (plas'tren, -tran') n. iFr < It piastrone < piastra^m , \ 
i. terJ| ..1 a metal breastplate worn under a coat of mail, 2 apfii_ 

protector worn over the chest by fencers 3 a trimming like* dkfe 
. worn on the front of a woman's dress . 4 a starched shirt front jSG| 
• 'j lower,- ventral part of the shell of a turtle or tortoise ; » \ ^fJtfT 
-plasjty .tplas'te) |Gr -plastia < plastos t < formed <,~plassein' t to 
; . see .plastic] combining form plastic surgery involving! a, (specific 

part of the body, source of tissue, or purpose [rhinoplastyfG&l 
, plasty; neoplasty] - ,■' ■ 4 , i, t '.y^jjr,'} rift ' J 

-pla|sy (pla'sfi, plas'S) combining form -plasiA' • ..!, ( ^isofe 
plat 1 (plat) vt. plafted, plafting [ME platten, var..of :playt<&&\ 

plait J [Dial.] to plait or braid — n. [Dial.] a plait or braid 
, plat 2 . (plat) n. [var. of PLOT, infl. byiME, flat < OFr: see- platb lilt 

small piece of ground 2 a map or plan, esp. of a piece, of laMtOTol 

into building lots — plafted, planting to make a map orplmlj 
plat- (plat) combining form platy- .... f < • - i t i j ;.^^ 
•plat abbrev.^A plateau. ,2 Mil. platoon ... : - i ;i.;/:yU^, 
Plalta (pla'ta), Rio de la (r€'6 de la) estuary of.the Parani:&.U% 

rivers, between Argentina. & Uruguay: c. .200 mi. J (321f»km)iW 
. name River Plate ! * „ ■ >. r- > . , ,r.> ■ »)nl*flT 

Pla tae|a (pla te'a) ancient city in Boeotia, EC Greece: sitefofah^ 
, (479 B.C.). in which the Greeks. defeated the Persians: alfib Pla:tertl 

(-6) :■' ' - - 

platfan or. plat* arte (platan) n. plane 1 .-' y m-. . i •) not -fa 

plat du jour (pla dU zhesr') ,pl plats dujouf. (pla-) .[Fr, dishV^j 
• , day \ the featured dish of the-day in a restaurant . . : 

plate (plat) rt..|OFr, flat object < fem. of plat, flatx WV-*'ptdms 
Gr platys, broad, flat: see platy- J 1 a, smooth, flat, relative!^ 
piece of metal or other material < 2 a sheet of metal made by beam 

j,"- rolling, or casting 3 a) any of the thin sheets. of metakplastitfE& 
used in one kind of armor (plate armor) 6) such armor 1 4 a)^ ^ 
flat piece of metal on which an engraving is, or is to be.TuWWfe 
impression, taken from the engraved metal 5 a print of a}woo2& 
lithograph, etc., esp. when .used in a book 6 a full-page bdok.tQu^ 
tion of any kind, printed on paper of a stock differentfroitf tlcj# 

- .the. text 7 a) dishes, utensils, 1 etc.. of silver or gold,;collectiv*| 
. metal dishes, utensils, etc:, or any metallic>ware,-plated;with'g(qff 

silver 8 a shallow dish, usually circular, .from whicKfood iseatfcjl 
o plateful . 10 the food in a dish; a course [a. fruit platejvAASa^xi 
service for an individual at .a meal /dinner at twenty dollars a i ffel$ 
12 a dish or other container ipassed in churches, e*tc. for;donatifl^^ 
money 13 a) a prize, orig. a gold or silver cup, given to the wina^j 
,,a race or contest b) a contest, esp. a horse race, for;suchjafp&- 
rather than for stakes (also called plate race) . 14 petri roartifr 
t. thin cut of beef from the forequarter; just below the f sh6rt!rib2#; ! 

- ■ .beep, jllus. 16 AnaL, Zool. a thin layer, plate, or scale, as of bfflB#; 
i-chbrny tissue; lamina; scute. 17 Archit.. a. horizontal rwoddea;-^ 

that supports the trusses or rafters of a roof IBMasebalfcsk 
:• home plate. 19 Dentistry a) that part of an artificial deritun}' _ 
-;.. fits to.the mouth and holds the teeth. 6) [often pi,]. loosely, a 

of false teeth 20 Elec. anode (senses 2).:2hPhikt^m 
,«i impression surface from which a sheet )of postage stampaiifl;; ' * 
. 22 Photog. a.sheet of. glass,. metal, etc;vcoated with a«film ; seh8iti«»i ; : 

light, upon which the image , is formed - 23 Prmtmgra:cast^lll 
■imprinted, from, made- from a.^mold'of- set type or from a 
i* prepared as by photocomposition — vt. platted, platlng^lifcOP*! 
: . lay. or coat with .gold/ silver, tirij etc. by a mechanical ( ,chemliad* ) 
.C electrical. process .2 to cover, as with. metal, plates for.prptecfeii J] 

to. make a printing plate of • . ..* n 't ii'tffi** " 

pla teau (pla t6') n., pi. -teaus' or -teaus' (-toz') [Er^.0I 

. : dim. < plat: see prec; | 1 ah elevated tract of more orlesaJe 

,!« tableland; mesa 2 a period, levels etc. of reUtive'stabUi^oriO^j 

tively little change,: as can be shown by a flat extent;on aigra^h,^ 

specif., a period in which an ' individual's . learning ratejife^ 
■ improve — vi. to become relatively stable or constant, as in!^ 
plate block Philately a block of postage stamps with a seriali ' 
. (plate number) in the margin \ .., , < fv 
platjed (plfit'id) arf/. .1 covered or protected with plates3as/o£e 
. 2 knitted lof two kinds .of yarn/ one forming the faceiaridStitf^ 

f the back 3 overlaid or coated with a metal, esp; a precious^ !jl 
. plating process /silver -plated] . ... : i -.»>{. jb iutf • : V J 

. plate ful (plat'fool') n.,*p/. ^fuls' as much as,a plate willhola^ 
i plate glass ground and polished, clearglass in thick^sheetf usrfJi 
.■■ shop windows, mirrors, etc. : -^U'.mleqfi^ * 

plate-let (plfit'lit) n.. [plate + -ua j : 1 any of certairi J rouriikt& 

nonnucleated disks, smaller, than a red blood cell and contoM&F^ 

hemoglobin, found in the blood of mammals and associated Mii 4 
, i process of.blood clotting- 2 thrombocyte (senseil); JarfaCi '1 
platjen (plaf'n) n. I ME plateyne < OFr platine, flat platejtfekM 

.< plat: see plate] 1 a flat metal plate; as thatrinjalpriii^ld 

which presses, the paper against the, inked^ type i*2 m{aitypewll 

the roller against which thei keys strike;.; i' ■^^"tirtoiriP ■ ^fl 
platter : (plat'9r) n. „1 <a person >or thing-.that plates* 2 jfaeSffl "* 
.. 136 1 an inferior race horse, "".,•!,: ; - ■•) 'V.w.iU 1 .\tsT»" 
plate rail a shelflike molding along the upper'part of a wall. ol aw 

for holding ornamental plates,- etc. • ut .c\ . 
! plate tectonics Geol. the theory that the earth's surface coaris 
■ : plates, or large crustal slabs, whose constant motion rexplfllrise 

nental drift, mountain building, etc. .i ! ..s t.^/V 
plat form (plat'form') n. [Fr plate for me, lit., flat-form:* step 

form J 1 a raised horizontal surface of wood, stonfycrjptt* 



^.a/raised stage or flooring beside rai 
fifeednfloorihg or stage for performei 
oent^of i principles; and policies, esp.. 
designating a thick sole of cork, leather 
, a shoe with such a sole « 
ptetform bed a bed consisting of a mat 
l^ - toDTle^s; often with the space below enc 
|; frplatform rocker a rocking chair .that 
K, ttonary.base « \ .-■ - i ;* 

|*platform SCale(s) a weighing machin 
••• whatever is to be weighed , !. 
W- ^platform tennis paddle tennis . 

E Pfeth (plath) ? Sylvia 1932-63; U.S. poet 
_j ^at:lngi(plfit'irj) n. 1 the act or p roc 
P , plates;) 2 an external layer of metal pi 
T&r, tilver ( r tin, etc. 

W p&'.tinjCj (pla, .tin'ik) adj. of,. like, or co- 
F V ValenCplatinum ■ . , ■ ■ . . 
|ptetPifijie A (plat"n iz') vt. -nized', -niz 
? platirium — platli ni za'tion n. , 
: jwi^no-tyia:nide t .(pIat"n : 6'si / 3 nld') i 

cyanide and another cyanide ... , . 
t pfij5| npid:(plat /, n oid') actf. .[platin(u 
t: Vffir j z!*. t > t'l l an- alloy of copper, nicke 
e&&& resistance coils, etc. 2 any rr 
WffHous i (plat / 'n as) adj. bf, ; Iike, or ci 
vWiplatinum,, . , \. . ... . 

ptatp : num (plat'!n am) h. |[MbdL < Sp 
Projr^metal plate, silver bar, silver. < , - 
^fe ma ^ Ieable * ductiIe metallic chei 
» corrosion and electrochemical attac 
. Ibr acidiproof containers, ignition fus 
1 wmlwIi'iPt; at. wt., ,195.09; at. no., 
t tK;C;':bbii. pt., 3,827°C,-arfy: .[t 
'"TO/copy. awarded, to the performc 
i^'tJh?^* yideo, etc. which has regist 
& ber, jju, :<twb . , million , or . value, as $ 1 
F " , Ji "lter .number or value than gold 
r . T ._ JVlin- black. a black powder- of fin 
f^QtadeJby. reduction of platinum salts: u 
^lajnthesis* * * ."; i".>' \ - ■ 
' Unum blonde 1 a girl or woman 
^lffatural'or bleached' 2 such a l coh 
tinurri metal any of a group • 
Senium; rhodium; palladium; osmi» 
5-tudei (plat'a t55d', -tyrJod')'"- [F. 
J.Jfcry f latitude, rectitude \ 1 a comm* 
^jn^e&ch'i or /writing - 2 , a commonpl- 
; ottered assif it were fresh or original ■ 
i ,* M ^Rlatp tu'di nousIIy adv. 
^SW.^r^/platitude is. a trite remark- or id 
iflft^hor^momentousj.a commonplace 
^(tiBarkJor^dea; a truism is a statement " 
"Kw^utterance, therefore, seems super fli 
M^which, though once fresh and force 
^.Wbugrrmuch repetition; bromide i 
avis especially dull, tiresome', or annoyi 
gitlPdhhize Jplat'a tood"h Iz', -ty 
nte or speak platitudes ' 
fe^JO^plfit'o) [Gr Platonic, 427 -c. 34 
SfwdnJiC'(pl3 tan'ik.'pla-) aoy. {UPlat 
■^'t<h1u*ac'teristic'of Plato or his philosi 
" ^Htical»< Z\[usually p-] designatih 
"en'cl' , mah and a woman that is 
l^witKbtit sexual activity — pta ton F 

Sonic 'year great year . - * ■ 

^pWttf ! riism'(plat"n iz'om) n. |ModL p 
v't^^Iato 1 or ' his- School; esp.; the doe 
^'iMdroeption'hre real insofar as they imi 
s \ ? J)6ndeht realm of immutable essences 
institute the world of essential realit* 
"Jroctiite'of platonic love — Pla'to'nist 
.iMdJJhlze fplat^n iz') vi. -nized', *niz' 
{Pfalbrphilbsophize in a Platonic man 
pnj.(pla } teSon') n. [Fr peloton, 

^j^ ^pall: see ■ pellet J 1 a milit 

^^prejsquads .or sections, normally un< 
**nfc itlis a subdivision of a company, 
$ke this i/a pla toon o f pol ice7 3 Spo rt 
M^the^offensive and defensive squad 
' ititutingJa single team — vt. 1 to div 
Joo a platoon *2 Sports to alternate ( 
|fwhftwo'rookies in right field/ — i*vfc 
Auer^player at a position 2 to plat 
00n sergea rit U,S,A rmy the seni- 
|iblatbbn-, equal in grade to a sergeant 
ttt-deutsch (plat'doich') n. {Ger < 
•^^Ht^flat (< OFr: see plate) + d 
lithe West; Germanic dialects of 
^(plat)**: L< Ft Riviere Platte,.\\i 
JStt6aI.»Neb"r. by-the* North Platte & 
T tstward into the Missouri: 310 mi/ (4 
.tter/tplat'ar) n:4ME plater < Angl- 
[£l larjeitshallow.dish, usually oval, for 
H£$ ^circular, motor-driven surface o 
phfTecords are played ^3 [Slang] : 
liph record 

fatlopaiPark (plat) [after 0. H 



